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John Blunt, A man-mid-wife, frontespizio tratto da Man-Midwifery Dissected, 1793
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Burton:

 "If any Thing can be added to shock human Faith, or prejudice your Character as an Historian or Translator, it is your having converted Lithopaedii Senonensis Icon (which you call Lithopaedus Senonensis) an inanimate petrefied (sic) Substance, into an Author, after you had been six years cooking up your Book."
Tristram Shandy: Vol. 2, Cap. XIX:

“My father, who dipp'd into all kinds of books, upon looking into Lithopaedus Senonesis de Partu difficili*, published by Adrianus Smelvgot, had found out, that the lax and pliable state of a child's head in parturition, the bones of the cranium having no sutures at that time, was such, -- that by force of the woman's efforts, which, in strong labour-pains, was equal, upon an average, to a weight of 470 pounds averdupoise acting perpendicularly upon it ; -- it so happened that, in 49 instances out of 50, the said head was compressed and moulded into the shape of an oblong conical piece of dough, such as a pastry-cook generally rolls up in order to make a pye of. ---- 

Il titolo e l'editore derivano dall'elenco di eminenze in campo medico del XVIII secolo stilato da Burton: “John. Adriani Slevogt disputatio, de muliebre gravida” e “Abraham. Vater. Dis. De Partu Difficili ex Infantis Braccio prodeunte”. 
Smelvogt” è un mix di Slevogt e Smellie. 
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Strumenti per craniotomia di epoca greco-romana
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Perforatore, uncino e tire-tête di Mauriceau
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F. Mauriceau - Traité des maladies des femmes grosses et de celles qui sont accouchées
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I forcipi originali dei Chamberlen così come vennero trovati nel 1813, nascosti in una botola nella residenza di famiglia, Woodham Mortimer Hall (custodia non originale)
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L’armamentario originale dei Chamberlen


[image: image8.png]



Uno dei forcipi dei Chamberlen rinvenuti presso Woodham Mortimer Hall nel 1813
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Uno dei forcipi dei Chamberlen rinvenuti presso Woodham Mortimer Hall nel 1813
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W. Smellie - Feto in utero e forcipe di Smellie, tavola XVIII
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W. Smellie - Feto in utero e forcipe, tavola XVI
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