Lunedi 4 Marzo, 2008 – Settimana 5
Letteratura Inglese Post-Coloniale
Post-Colonial Australian Aborigines: Terms and explanations

Terra Nullus ~ the legal term used for an uninhabited, unowned, or empty land. 

~ used by Captain Cook in his correspondence to England when he arrived   in Botany Bay, Australia, January 26th, 1788. 

Aborigines/Indigenous Australians



~ the native people of Australia.


~ estimated to be one of the oldest civilisations on Earth.

Frontier Conflict = http://www.nma.gov.au/about_us/publications/frontier_conflict/

The Protection Era

~ the name for a period in Australian history when the government was trying to ‘protect’ Indigenous Australians from extinction (according to the Social-Darwinist theory). 

~Began around 1897 with the introduction of the Aboriginal Protection and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act, and politically ended in 1946.

Social-Darwinism

~ a theory stemming from Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection.



~ legitimized racism and ‘white supremacy’. 
‘Aboriginal Protection and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act’
~ a set of laws that were put in place from 1897 by the Australian government in order to ‘protect’ Aboriginals. 


~ used to control the lives of Australian Aboriginals in every way.

Reserve/Mission



~ institutions or organisations run by the church or other colonists.

Exemption Certificate

~ certificate which was meant that the person did not need ‘protection’, and therefore the laws of the particular Act did not apply to them.

~ extremely difficult to obtain: no contact was allowed between the person with the certificate and any other Aborigines, including family; skin colour had to be very light; etc.
Stolen Generation 



~ people who were taken from their families when they were young.

~ was a legal process between 1897 and 1946, although was still occurring until the 1960s.

Autobiography
~ the story of someone’s life that is actually told/written by them.

Biography
~ the story of someone’s life told/written by another person. 
Rabbit-Proof Fence
~ an autobiography by Doris Pilkington Garimara, published in 1996. 

~ made into a film in and released in 2002, directed by Phillip Noyce.

Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Follow_the_Rabbit-Proof_Fence
Journey of girls in Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Rabbit_proof_fence_map_showing_route.PNG
You –tube clip = Skin colour check:

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWJNAIqy8vw
You-tube clip = ‘Breeding out the Aboriginal Blood’:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWjGteDg9VE
Assimilation


~ process of the merging of cultures, languages, and traditions of two cultures in attempt at creating a hybrid.


~ policy of Australian government between 1930s and 1970s.

Bringing Them Home Report


~ written by Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission (HREOC) in April 1997.


~ http://www.humanrights.gov.au/social_justice/bth_report/report/

Statistics and other information about Indigenous well-being: 

~ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_Australians#Health

You Tube - Show Yothu Yindi’s Treaty clip

You Tube - Kevin Rudd’s Sorry speech
