1. How to be a True-Born Englishman

The identity of migrants children in multi-ethnic London 

· Identity and Ethnicity 

· Nationality and Borders 

· Global and Local

2. Identity 

The London region is the most ethnically diverse in Britain 

At the last census, England as a whole was 87% White British, while London was 59.8% . . . 

with a large variation between outer London (65.6%) and inner London (50.5%). 

1.5% of the population of London was born in Scotland, 1% in Wales and 0.5% in Northern Ireland

3. The whitest place in Greater London, with a population of 94.8% White British, is the ward of Cranham. . . 

while the least white place in London is Southall Broadway, where just 8.7% of the population consider themselves White British. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southall 

The largest proportions of people of Mixed Origin are in London. 

4. What is identity? 

Therefore, identity is a search for Authenticity (Charles Taylor),
which immediately trots out the concept of Hybridity and helps deconstructing stereotypes. 

Notting Hill is not Notting Hill 
5. Nationality, What does it mean to be British?

Britain, the World in one country

At the end of the Second World War there were work shortages in Europe and labour shortages in Britain. The government began looking for immigrants. 

On 22 June 1948, the Empire Windrush docked at Tilbury in London, delivering hundreds of men from the West Indies. 

That day marked what would become a massive change to British society - the start of mass immigration to the UK and the arrival of different cultures. 

6. As mass immigration continued in the 1950s, so did the rise of racial violence and prejudice. Many areas including Birmingham, Nottingham and west London experienced rioting as white people feared the arrival of a black community. 

Under political pressure, the government legislated three times in less than a decade to make immigration for non-white people harder and harder. 

In 1945, Britain's non-white residents numbered in the low thousands. By 1970 they numbered approximately 1.4 million – 
a third of these children born in the UK. 

7. By the 1980s Britain's immigration policy had two prongs. Firstly, there were strict controls on entry. Secondly, the state said it would protect the rights of ethnic minorities. 

The riots of 1981 were largely sparked by racial issues, especially in Brixton, the spiritual home of Britain's afro-Caribbean community. 

On 11 June 1987, the face of British politics changed when 4 non-white politicians were elected at the same General Election. 
Today there are 12 non-white MPs.

8. The growth of asylum seeker applications contributed to a new growth of immigration to the UK. 

Between 1998 and 2000, some 45,000 people arrived from Africa, 22,700 from the Indian sub-continent, 25,000 from Asia and almost 12,000 from the Americas. Some 125,000 people were allowed to settle in the UK in 2000. 

Fifty years after the start of mass immigration to the UK, questions are still being asked about whether or not the UK can become a multi-ethnic society at ease with itself - or whether there is still a long road to be travelled.

9. The UK has introduced a number of new UK immigration, naturalization, UK visa, work permit and UK working visa categories in the last few years.

You qualify for UK Naturalization if: 

1- you are over 18 

2- you speak English 

3- you intend to live in the UK or 

4- you have lived in the UK for 5 years with limited occasions when you have been away (not more than 450 days in the 5 years and 90 days away in the last 12 months)

5- you are not in breach of any immigration rules.

UK Naturalisation can be obtained through your relationship as the spouse of a British citizen (3 years in the UK are required as well).

10. The UK has introduced a number of new UK immigration, naturalization, UK visa, work permit and UK working visa categories in the last few years.

If you are not a British Citizen or a EU country citizen, you may need an entry clearance - UK Visitor Visa - before you travel to the UK. 

The UK Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP) is an excellent UK immigration category for entry to the UK for successful people with sought-after skills. 

You will need to obtain a minimum of 75 points from the following 5 scoring areas: 

• Points for age if you are under 32 years of age 

• Educational qualifications 

• UK degree level or professional level qualification 

• Previous Earnings 

• UK work experience. 

11. The course of events and the turn of laws have tried to set the notion of Britishness. However, they were not able to answer the question “What does it mean to be British?”.

Tony Blair said that blood alone does not define national identity and that modern Britain is shaped by a rich mix of all different ethnic and religious origins. 

These views were reflected by the Queen, who talked about a richly multicultural and multi faith society in her jubilee speech to Parliament.

… So how should Britain define itself as a nation? 

A synthesis of Indian takeaways, baked beans, soccer, Jamaican patties, St. Patrick’s Day, pub on Saturday, Notting Hill Carnival, church on Sunday, mosque on Friday and fish and chips? I say emphatically, yes. 
(Caryl Phillips) 
12. Amartya Sen, 
Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, 
W.W.Norton & Company, New York, 2006.


- the human beings are multi-identified 

- attributes such as nationality, race, religion, community and class, form the basis for choosing how we construct identity in a particular context, and at a particular point in time 

- people need and want to be identified by their connection to a group or groups.

Singular identity is an illusion. 
People are involved in a broad context of affiliations.
13. Culture is important but it is not crucial to the identity of an individual because its influence is modulated by a host of other factors, such as gender, race, class and politics. 

The term “cultures” more correctly reflects the inherent heterogeneity that exists within any given culture and the dynamism that transforms it from time to time.
In the context of multiculturalism, there is a fine balance between

 cultural freedom and cultural conservation, 
cultural diversity and cultural conservatism.
14. Amartya Sen, 
Identity and Violence: The Illusion of Destiny, 
W.W.Norton & Company, New York, 2006.

Basic thesis
There are 2 distinct approaches to multiculturalism. 

One celebrates diversity as a value in itself promoting isolation and singular-affiliation. 
The other celebrates reason and freedom to choose above cultural diversity encouraging interaction and multi-affiliations.

Britain’s form of multiculturalism is in fact
“plural monoculturalism”. True or False? 

[Commission for Racial Equality]

15. Mark Stein, 
Black British Literature: Novels of Transformation, Ohio University Press, 2004

“Historically speaking, Britain has long been subject to such processes of cultural transformation, induced not only by immigration but also by being annexed as well as by having annexed foreign territory.Britain, therefore, cannot be considered an autochthonous society of True-Born Englishmen. 

[…] Britain has experienced major transformations during the second half of the twentieth century, among them the collapse of Empire, large-scale immigration from former colonies, and multiculturalism. 

Processes of cultural transformation are thus not new phenomena in Britain, but they have been more marked since the 1940s.”

16. How Black Britons changed British Literature

 “Black British literature not only deals with the situation of those who came from former colonies and their descendants, but also with the society which they discovered and continue to shape—and with those societies left behind. 

[…] Like The Buddha of Suburbia and White Teeth, a large section of black British literature describes and entails subject formation under the influence of political, social, educational, familial, and other forces and thus resembles the bildungsroman. 

The black British novel of transformation is about the formation of its protagonists—but, importantly, it is also about the transformation of British society and cultural institutions.”
17. Glocalization

Second generation Britons’ q&a

In the context of globalization – but many years before the developing of this term - the face of Britain has changed. Local fish and chip shops now serve West Indian patties, oriental spring rolls and Asian curries. Skin tones have gone from white to black, to Asian, to olive, to a mixture of all of these.  

As a result, immigrants children directly face the complexity of transnational connectivity and fading borders. 

They can’t deny their ties to their parents’ homelands but can’t do without their British life style. 

“Blacks born, nurtured and schooled in this country are, in significant measure, British even as their presence redefines the meaning of the term.” (Paul Gilroy)
18. How should immigrants children answer the question “where are you from”? 

What, if anything, constitutes a national identity for Black people in Britain? 

What factors contribute to a sense of identity, given that so much of the country’s Black population is now British-born, rather than immigrant? 

How do Black British artists represent their Britishness? 

19. “Many children of immigrant parents consider themselves to be British, because they feel they live in an inclusive boundary of Britishness, not simply because of British citizenship, but also insofar as they have adopted a way of life and set of values which they characterize as typically ‘British’ or ‘Western’ rather than Pakistani.”
 (Jacobson, J., Islam in Transition: religion and identity among British Pakistani youth, Routledge, London, 1998)
“If Englishness does not define me, then redefine Englishness.”
 (Andrea Levy)

20. “We called the film Bend It Like Beckham because Beckham is such a hero in many ways. His ability to bend the ball like he does was a wonderful metaphor for our film, in the sense that… what the girls have to do is to bend the rules to get what they want. It’s not about breaking the rules, it’s not about having conflicts with your parents, it’s about finding a balance between what you want and what your parents want. So the bending of the ball was a fantastic metaphor for bending the rules.”  (Gurinder Chada)
“It ain’t about tea and biscuits. I’m one of those English misfits. I don’t drink tea I drink spirits, and I talk a lot of slang in my lyrics.” (Lady Sovereign)

21. “London city forever you’re not a still creep aint no stopping me ever you best move
…
East side boy make the paper rise, never met anything like my safeheart guys
Big up my north west south east types every section, my connection lies…” 

 (Dizzee Rascal, Stand Up Tall )

http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,5860,1398066,00.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c54ImjIs8UQ&mode=related&search=Notting%20Hill%20Carnival%202006
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/179536/Notting-Hill/trailers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/flash/0,,1690291,00.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkT6NT3Y69g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HRcIso5xnM

































